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[10] 
nour, and ſecure the Trade of your Coun. 
try. And for this Reaſon, I aſſure myſi; be 
you will give your Sanction as a Legiſlator 
to, and approve as a Trader, any Peace thy 
ſhall ſeem to you to anſwer the Ends ſo 
which the War was begun. 


It need not be told you, who are ſo tho. 
roughly verſed in the Theory and Practio 
of Commerce, that a trading Nation ſhoul 
enter, reluctantly, upon even a juſt War, 
and ſhould embrace, chearfully, Overture, 


of Peace, be ſuch a War never ſo ſucceſsful, WM ;;q; 
This will ever hold a ſtanding, as it is a fi- by 
lutary, Maxim, in regard to the whole by 
World; becauſe it can never be the Interelt WM fror 
of a People ſubſiſting by Trade and Induſtry, 
to be at Variance with any that take of E 
their Products and Manufactures, not in 
mention the Expence and commercial In- ¶ han; 
pediments that are the natural and neceſſij {Wuny 
Comcommitants of War. then 
as q 
But if it be ſound Policy in a trading Com- *% 
munity, if it be unalterably their Intereſt v Peor 
live upon good Terms with all Nations win whe. 
whom they have, or may hope to have l fluen 
tercourſe of Commerce, how much mor judge 
neceſſary does it appear that a Nation ſub are 1 
ſiſting by Trade, ſhould ſcek the Frien-WWDegr 
ſhip, and cultivate the Eſteem of a Peoſ their 
from whom more commercial AdvantaviitheT 


nuf 
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may be expected than from half the Globe 
beltdes ? 


The falſe Policy of many, and the Ambi- 
tion of more, plunged this Nation into a 
War with Spain, the Country in the whole 
World whom we ſhould moſt avoid quar- 
F relling with. And what {till aggravates the 
Miſtakes of thoſe who precipuated their 
Country into this expenſive Conteſt, is, that 
ar, our Trade had been on the Wean for many 
res Wi Years before, and required rather to be che- 
ful. riſhed and nurſed than cramp'd and impeded 
by affording our Rivals an Opportunity, 
ol: WF by our Abſence, of neſtling among a People 
rel: Wi from whom we drew fo great Advantage. 


ar WF But it was the Buſineſs of the Ambitious 
oi thoſe Days of Party and Oppoſition, to 
In. hang out falſe Lights in order to deceive the 
ary WW unwary Multitude, who ſeldom judge for 
themſelves, or indeed preſerve fuch Tem 
as qualify Man to judge impartially. And 
on- yet how eſſentially is it the Concern of the 
People to guard againſt Deception ? For 
wil when they are deceived, they are ſoon in- 
e l tuenced. When angry, they are unfit to 
moe adge properly; and when very angry, they 
fab ere unable to judge at all. And thus by 
Degrees they are often wrought upon to 
their own Undoing, blindly ſubmitting to be 
the Tools of Leaders who conſider them only 
| B 2 a 
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as Builders do the Scaffolding of an Edife 
which is thrown afide as ſoon as the Wy 
15 finiſhed. 


Without intending to aſperſe any Seq 
Men whatever, I think I could prove th 
the preſent War with Spain might have ben 
avoided with Honour and Safety, if t 
Minds of the People had not induſiriouly 
been put into a Ferment, by Men who hr 
not ſince proved themſelves to be equal 
their Profeſſions. But, Sir, tis evident fron 
your Conduct down to this Time, that ree 
acted from Conviction; but a Convitin 
which, I beg Leave to ſay, was ill found 
and which, I am afſured, you yourſelf: 
by this Time convinced not to have be 
founded on ſuch Principles as are ſhaped i 

the true Intereſt of a trading People. 


But I will ſuppoſe, like many other we 
thy and well-meaning Gentlemen, that q 
expected our naval Force would have brou 
Spain to Submiſſion in a few Months. fc 
had you thought the War would hold tot 
Time, Iam ſatisfied you would have adi 
the graftinga Peace and Harmony on d 
Convention which you join'd to oppoſe. 


T have already ſaid, that you oppoſed t 
Compact, as thinking it an unſafe Meaſu 
Bat, Sir, let me aſk you, now you are co 
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obtained on reaſonable Terms. Tis ng 
for Looſers to carve, nor for a loofiy 
Gameſter to continue playing, if he cn 
throw up the Cards with any tolerabt 
Grace, What more would we have; wh 
more could we expect, even had we hee 
ſacceſsful, than the Security of our Trak 
on one hand, and of our Allies on th 
other ? 


But ſuppoſe our Allies ſhould not care fi 
ſubmitting to ſuch T&gms as we ſhould dee 
reaſonable, in the preſent Nature of Thing 
ought we to continue the unequal Burda 
we bend under, becauſe of their Wayws 
neſs? For Inſtance, ought we to conting 
the War, rather than agree to a modem 
Settlement for Don Philip, becauſe Su 
can't in Honour end it without obtaini 
ſuch a Settlement for that Prince? H 
ſhall the Poſſeſſion of Parma and Plan 
Zia, by a Son of Spain, affect the tradi 
Intereſt of theſe Nations; or even the 
lance of Power, a Phantom we have be 
vainly hunting after many Years? 


The Enemy has already that Pledzi 
his Hands, which muſt command ſud 
Settlement, as is contended for in Far 
of Don Philip. And unleſs the King 
Sardinia can wreſt by Force the Dutch 
Savoy, the County of Nice, and / , 


L381] | 
om Spain, I cannot ſee, that he onght, in 
tice to himſelf, or this Nation, to wiſh 
e Continuance of the War, rather than 
art with, as an Equivalent, that Part of 
pe Dutchy of Placentia ceded to him 
Court of Vienna. And as for the other 
art of the ancient Inheritance of the Houſe 
Farneſe, the Dutchy of Parma, I have 
o high an Opinion of the Juſtice as well 
; Gratitude of the Empreſs Queen, to ſup- 
oe ſhe would contribute to the Conti- 
ance of the unequal Burden, born 

is Nation ſince the War, by a wilful De- 
ation of ſo ſmall and inſignificant a Ter- 
ory, which could make no Addition to 
xr Power ſhould {he detain it. 


ln this View then it may be preſumed, 

Wat a reaſonable Settlement for Don Phitip 
Taly would not be any great Obſtruc- 
dn to the Work of Peace. Nor can I 
poſe any thing ſo unwiſe and unjuſt of 
r Stateſmen here at home, as to think 
ar Country ſo far engag d by the Treaty 
Worms, that they can't put an End to 
War, unleſs the Houſe of Savoy be in- 


ed sed with the Poſſeſſion of the Marqui- 
(oi of Final, or ſome other Territory be- 
Fad ging to the Republic of Genoa. 

N ; 

ger With regard to the commercial, that is, 
af true Intereſt of theſe Nations, it can 


erer 


— — 


1 
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one Sean 


tion of an abſolute Prince; which woll 


Force. 


pended four hundred Millions, within 
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never be advantagious to us to have th 
whole, or beſt Part of the Trade of Gy 
transferred to any Port under the Juriſgy, 


inevitably happen, ſhould Final be cede 
to the King of Sardinia, And as for oy 

litical Intereſt, I think it is evident thy 
it muſt be leſs affected by Final and Saum 
remaining to the Genoeſe, than if ſuch er. 
cellent Ports ſhould get into the Hands of 
deſpotic Prince, who might very naturl 
have future Views to Commerce and a nay! 


But laying aſide the Conſideration of de 
Intereſt, with regard to Final, which en. 
tainly preponderates more in Favour of 0 
noa than the Court of Turin, what is then 
ſo alluring in the Treaty of Worms, thai 
ſhould be deemed binding at all Event 
Sure Iam it is not the Fu/tice of that Con 
pact that can warrant our continuing tt 
War, till we obtain the intire Execution d 
it by Force of Arms. And now I am tral 
ing this Part of my Subject, give me leavet 
fay, that the Izjuſtice of carving out a Di 
minion for the Houſe of Savoy, at the Bt 
pence of the State of Genoa, by the Tra 
of Worms, has given no ſmall Diſguſt tot 
honeſt and conſiderate Part of theſe N 
tions. Was it for a Nation that had 


171 

aſt half Century, in Support of Liberty, to 
jpulate that a rightful Poſſeſſor, ſhall be 
ript of his Property, unheard and unpro- 
Poking? That rhe State of Genoa had pre- 
erved the ſtricteſt Neutrality between the 
Powers at War, till after the Treaty of 
arms had forced her to ſeek Alliances for 
er own Safety, is notorious and indiſputa- 
le. So that it may be juſtly ſaid that that 
Republic had been unprovoking, when the 
ardeſt Meaſure had been dealt out to her. 
And as for the Conduct of that hapleſs, 
rave People ſince, I perſuade myſelf there 
not a virtuous Engliſhman living, who 
von't hold them much more excuſable than 
oſe that had forced them to Extremities, 
y the moſt flagrant Izjuſtice on one hand, 
nd the moſt unheard-of Cruelties and Ex- 
ions on the other, 


Thus, Sir, you may perceive me clearing 
y way to the main Difficulties that are 
oſt likely to impede the deſireable Work 
Peace. I flatter myſelf to have ſhewn, 
at no Conſideration, relative to Tah, 
ould induce us to continue the enormous 


ay urden of the War, ſhould our Allies be 
1 ore tenacious than becomes Powers ſo im- 
; 1 enſely obliged to this Crown. And if it 


> true, that France offers to reſtore her 
onqueſts in the Netherlands, the ſmall and 
5 inſi g- 
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inſignificant Fortreſs of Furnes excepted, | 
ſhould think that common Prudence mig 
incline us rather to Peace, on Terms ſo adyy, 
tageous and honourable, than to the c: 


tinuance of a War with no very auſpicigy 
Aſpect, : 0 \ 


For with regard to the Safety of th 
Dutch, or the vague Balance of Poyg 
how can either be affected by the Detentin 
of ſo inconſiderable a Place as PFurnz] 
And with regard to the trading Intereſt ¶ Hard 
theſe Nations, which ſhould be the cor 
ſtant Object of our Attention, I beliexet 
won't be controverted, that it is clearly u 
of the Queſtion. Sure I am that the Tra 
and Independency of Great-Britain d 
never be affected by Furnes, or any oth 
inland Fortreſs ſever'd from the Aura 
Netherlands. 


Not but that I ſhould be as averſe as a 
Man in England to every Increaſe of tit 
French Power or Territory. But in fud 
a Caſe as the preſent, I am for bendingt 
Neceſſity, rather than holding out too ſtiti 
againſt all Conviction, The Conditiond 
France may be bad, tho' I am perſuadiuri, 
tis not ſo deſperate as ſome amo us ally 
to paint it. But let us look at home, al 


fee if we be in Plight to ſupport an Incre 
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Vc the Burthen we groan under, in order 
lit 
ik 
"00s 


out 


ict. But this being a Subject as ungrateful 
P myſelf as it muſt be to you, and withal 
oo delicate to be treated publickly, I chuſe 


at which chiefly occaſioned this Addreſs 


; you, 


As then I can't gain upon myſelf to be- 
eve, that any Difficulties will ariſe, in re- 
ard to Taly and the Netherlands, which 
kn weigh with a Britiſb Miniſtry, to con- 
nue the War, under almoſt inſuperable 
lardſhips, I muſt ſuppoſe that Spain and 
rance may inſiſt on certain Reſtitutions, 
n hich may afford a colourable Pretext for 


Wicuſs ; this the Obſtruction I ſhall endea- 
bur to remove, becauſe I think the re- 
oving 1t would be ſerving my Country 


as a entially. I am ſenſible of the unpopu- 
Xt ity of the Task I have impoſed on my 
focht; but ſo ſtrong is my Biaſs to ſerve a 
Jing Weding, brave Nation, that 1 ſcruple not 


zarding the Loſs of their good Opinion, 
attempting to wean them from Prejudices 
urious to their Intereſt and Welfare. 
d, Sir, I addreſs my Thoughts on the 
bje&t to you, becauſe I think you moſt 
able of any Gentleman in the Kingdom 
C 2 to 


maintain an unequal, unſucceſsful Con- 


> wave it at preſent, in order to come to 


> Continuance. This is the Point I would 


— a 
— —_——_ — 
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to judge of the Rectitude or Incongruiy 
of what I ſhall advance. 

'Tis probable that France may inſiſt on 
the Reſtitution of Cape-Breton, and Spain 
on that of Gibraltar. The Queſtion then g- 
remaining to be diſcuſſed, is, whether ve N. 


ſhould give thoſe Places up for the Sake of Ml du 
Peace, or keep them at the Expence and IM it 
Hazard of continuing the War? Methinks Pri 
I hear already the full Cry of popular Pre. WM cau 
judice againſt me,—* What, part with but 
«© Cape-Breton, that puts us in Poſſeſſion of ¶ exa 
ce all the Fiſh and Furr Trade; and with WM an e 
« Gibraltar, the Flower of our Conqueſts {Wan 
&« in the glorious Days of Queen Amy, only 
te which beſides is a Curb to Spain and Mvhic 
&« France, and a Key to the Mediterranean.” Non « 
—— Such, and much more to the ſame thus 


Purpoſe, very likely will be the Language 
of Prejudice, when this Epiſtle makes it 
firſt Appearance in the publick. Nor hal 
I wonder if I am painted out as an Agent nf an 
for the Miniſtry, or even for the Enemy,WWpeci 
after ſuch a Deluge of Ink as has been al. 
ready ſpilt to decorate the Conqueſt of Cap 
Breton, and cry up its Importance. But 
nor the dread of perſonal Altercation a 
one Hand, nor that of being borne dowilifeer f 
by the Tide of Prejudice, on the other, ſhi 
deter me from purſuing my Plan for unſea 
ing the Eyes of my Countrymen, when ind f 

concele 
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conceive their Intereſt requires the Opera- 
tion. | 


As the unexpected Conqueſt of Cape- 
Breton raiſed the Reputation of the Britiſb 
Naval Force beyond what it had been 
during the then and preſent Adminiſtration, 
it was natural for the Miniſtry and their 
Friends to enhance its Importance, not be- 
cauſe they really thought it of Importance, 
but becauſe the Belief of it contributed to 
exalt their own Reputations, and to create 
an Opinion in the Publick, that there was 
an Intention to purſue Brit; Meaſures 
only, in the future Operations of the War, 
which had been till then, too viſibly purſued 


thus propagated only to amuſe the Public 
was not only ſwallowed, but digeſted by 
the Populace, who ſeldom examine the 
Truth of any Aſſertion, or the Rectitude 
if any Meaſure, if the Pill be but gilt with 
ppeciouſneſs and Plauſibility. . 


Thus came Cape-Breton to be thought of 
0 great Conſequence, that for a time, I 
ont know whether it might not have been 


1gbt to France, than yield up that of Cape- 
reton ; ſo dangerous it is to inſtil vague 
id falſe Notions in the Minds of an un- 

diſcerning 


hen | 
ncew 


on on a different Principle. But what was 


wer for the Miniſtry to cede the e of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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diſcerning Multitude. But fuch are tþ 
Arts of Courts, ſuch the Myſterics of fons 
Cabinets, which have an Eye more to Pte 
ſent or near, than diſtant Objeas, 


At the very time that ſuch Induſtry an 
Art were uſed here at home to magnify th 
Importance of that Conqueſt, I ſaw a Lt 
ter from the principal Commander on the 
Spot, an ingenuous and intelligent Gentk. 
man, and allowed ſuch univerſally, givin 
ſuch a Deſcription of the Soil, Air, Ha. 
bour, Fortifications, and Situation, as wol 
be no Incentive to an Engliſhman to refu 
the reſtoring it for the Sake of Peace, a 
even for an equivalent of no very great 
Conſideration. 


It muſt however be admitted, that tl 
fortuitous Conſequences attending the Po 
ſeſſion of the Harbour and Fortreſs of Lau 
bourg, rendered the Conqueſt of great 
Importance than it was, or could be, ind 
pendent of ſach Conſequences. It ti 
Capture of the French Eaſt-India Shy 
and the South-Sea Man, that had tak 
Shelter there, believing it ſtill in the Pu 


ſeſſion of France, had not ſuddenly fol a: 
ed the Conqueſt of the Iſland, the minitngipe 2a 
rial Partizans, with all their Addreſs, wolſiſd th 


not have been able to perſuade the Publi 
uo 
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to ſo ſtrong a Prejudice in favour of the 
onqueſt, as we have experienced. 


But tho the Conqueſt of Cape-Breton 
pay have anſwered the Purpoſe of the 


au liniſtry at that time, I could not help 
te oking on them as very bad Engliſhmen, 
Le Would they poſtpone ſo defirable and ne- 
tie eſary a Work as Peace for the Sake of 


dulging to a fickly Prejudice they them- 
lves had induſtriouſly created, to ſerve 
rivate Ends; ſhould they, I ſay, affect to 
tain that uſeleſs, expenſive Iſland, to the 
ſtruction of Peace in our preſent Situa- 
on, I ſhould look on them as the leaſt 
ſcerning and unfaithfulleſt Servants the 
ublick eyer had in theſe Nations. 


For, I aſſure myſelf, they are by this 
ime highly ſenſible, as I doubt not you 
e, and every other intelligent Adventurer 
the Kingdom, that the Benefits ariſing 

dm our Poſſeſſion of that Iſland for fifty 
ars to come, would not compenſate for 
e Expence of maintaining it for a ſingle 
ar. The Soil produces nothing, or next 
nothing; the Climate is ſo exceſſively 
and unwholeſome, that not many ſur- 
e a very few Months Reſidence there ; 
a the Nature of the Stone is ſuch as well 
that of the Air, that the preſent Fortifica- 
tions 
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tions of Loursbourg, which coſt Fran; 
many Millions ſince the Peace of Lira 
are now ready to crumble to pieces; in 
much, that in very few Years, if we ſho 
detain the Iſland, we ſhould be obligedy 
expend perhaps half a Million in rebuild 
that Fortreſs, and the adjacent Works, 
deſert that Iſland. 


Sa 
Ri 


But this is not all neither; for whe: 
Cape Breton be conſidered as an Acceſſy 
or Enlargement to our Fiſhing Trade int 
North, or as an additional Security to u 
Jucrative Commerce, we ſhall find it eq 
ly inconſiderable. The Ifland is contigug 
to none of the noted Fiſhing-banks, n 
are its own Coaſts abounding in Fiſh, whi 
we muſt ſuppoſe was the Reaſon why t 
French had never eſtabliſhed a Fill” 
there. And, by caſting an Eye on ber 
Map of that Part of America, it may Rue 
| ſoon perceived that it ought never to Wi 
reckoned upon as any additional Secu t. 
to our general Fiſhing Trade in ti 
Parts. | 


In War time, the beſt Security we q; 
have is our Ships of War, which will ii 
ways be the beſt and apteſt Protection 
Fiſh Traders can wiſh for; and theſe, 
all Occaſions, and in all Seaſons, * 


„ 

Safety and Shelter in the Roads, Bays, 
Rivers, and Harbours already in our 
Poſſeſſion, and infinitely more contiguous 
Ito our Fiſhing Settlements than Cape- 
Breton, And in times of general Tran- 
quility, I believe it won't be contreverted 
that the Poſſeſſion of that Iſland would 
be as »/eleſs, as it would be prudent for 
a Nation, groaning under a Weight of 
Debts and Taxes, as we are, to get rid 
of all Articles of a ſuperfluous and need- 
els Expence. 


Therefore, Sir, you will perceive clear- 
y, I am fatished, that the Poſſeſſion of 
ape-Breton can anſwer no Purpoſe of 
bis Nation, either commercial or politi- 


* 

hy i= Unleſs we can drive the French from 
Fir nada, and be able to maintain ourſelves 
»n WWicre, the Detention of the Iſland in 


queſtion can, in no light, be ſuppoſed 
o contribute either to the Security or 
xtenſion of our Trade; and with re- 
ard to Policy, I leave you to judge if it 
e conſiſtent with its Maxims to poſtpone 
o neceſſary a Bleſſing as Peace, by infiſt- 
g to detain an uſeleſs Conqueſt, which 
rance would ſcarce: yield to if the For- 
une of the War on the Continent had 
D been 


we of 
will 
on 
ele, 
ay f 
Gt 
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been as inauſpicious to her as it has bee 
hitherto to us and our Allies, 


But, it may be urged, if Cape-Brety 
be ſo uſeleſs, fo inſignificant as not toky 
worth the keeping, how comes it thi 
France inſiſts ſo ſtrenuouſly on the Re. 
covery of it? Why, for the very ſam 
Reaſon, perhaps, which may induc 
Spain to inſiſt on the Reſtoration d 
Gibraltar. It was part of her Poſſeſſion 
before the War, and ſhe might think it; 
Wound to the Honour of her Grand 
Monarque, a Stain to his Glory, to yiel 
an Inch of his own, while he is con 
quering whole Provinces with Rapidit 
Beſides, tho Cape-Breton be of no ui oin 
to us, who have ſo many better Settle. 
ments in its Neighbourhood, it may ye 
of ſome Conveniency to France whilith 
ſhe poſſeſſes Canada. But ſuppoſing i ¶ cc 
French and Spamards have their PH 
judices, and think better of our Ctive 
queſts than they deſerve, ſhould as 
Engliſh, of all Nations, who lte 
ſtronger and worſe- grounded PrejuW,cr; 
than any People in the World, build a 
their Weakneſs, and make it a Rule il Th 
ourſelves not to part with Cape- Brea n 
becauſe the French might think it to Which 
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if more Importance than it really is; or 
with Gibraltar, becauſe the Spaniards 
nay have ſet their Hearts on the Reco- 
Fry of it? The Queſtion therefore, 
vith a wiſe People, ought to be, not 
vhether the Enemy vehemently wiſh'd 
ee Recovery of the Conqueſts we lucki- 


a 


an; made upon them, but whether they 
dut WW: of that Importance to us, either as to 
| aur Trade or Power, which ſhould in- 
Ron ue us to detain them at the Hazard 


d enormous Expence of continuing an 
nſucceſsful War. | 


Having thus, Sir, ſo amply, and I 
ope, ſo ſatisfactorily, treated the firſt 
oint which I intended to diſcuſs for the 
ke of ſuch of our Countrymen as may 
Wave contracted an unmeaning Prejudice 
th regard to Cape-Breton, it follows 
courſe that I now enter on the Diſ- 
ſſion of my ſecond Point, which is re- 
tive to the giving up Gibraltar to 
ain for the Sake, not only of imme- 
ate Peace, but of cultivating perpetual 


din 
10 uk 
Setile- 


at armony with the Spaniſb Nation. 

aild a | 
4 W The Conqueſt of Gibraltar was a great 
Dt 


d neceſſary Acquiſition at the Time in 
hich it was made; and' it was extreme- 
D 2 ly 


- 
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ly proper to detain it in our Hands while | 
the Conteſt for the Spam Crown 1. 
mained undetermined. But I was ever 


of Opinion it would have been our In. 
tereſt, as a trading Nation, to have had 
it reſtored to Philip V. on the Concluſion 
of that general War. We might hay 
had any commercial Conceſſions we 
would, any Advantages, over other 
trading Nations, we could wiſh for, if 
that Fortreſs had been yielded to Spain 
by the Treaty of Utrecht. 


But as much as it would have been 
for the Benefit of the Nation to barter 
away Gibraltar in Exchange for ſolid 
and ſubſtantial Advantages in Trade, it 
might have been dangerous for the then 
Miniſtry even to make the Propoſal, 7 
conſidering how impetuouſly the Cur- N Nee 
rent of the national Prejudice ran in Ft 
vour of the Detention of the Con- 


queſt, 


Beſides, ſeeing the domeſtic Oppoſition 
Lord Treaſurer Oxford met with in pet 
fecting the Work of Peace, he miglt 
very well be excuſed ſuffering himſel 
to be carried away with the Tide d 


Prejudice, and even to avail himſelf , 
the 
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lle the Foible of his Countrymen, for the 
It hetter extricating himſelf out of the 
ver WY Difficulties which the violence of Party 


In. in thoſe Days, had raiſed againſt him. 


jon That ſagacious Miniſter, who had pro- 
ae jected and procured the South. Sea Trade 
we for his Country, could not but have fore- 
her WW ſeen that the Advantages accruing from 
„i chat lucrative Commerce, might, in Fu- 
ain WW turity be diminiſhed, or perhaps quite 
taken from her by means of Brangles, 
Quarrels, and Heart-burnings, ariſin 

from our Poſſeſſion of that Nook of the 
Spgmſh Empire. And certainly that 
reat Man muſt, at that time, as little 
hink, as you and I do at preſent, having 


then WW: long Experience to guide us, that Gz- 
olal, Wra/tar, in any Senſe, deſerves to be 
Cu- eemed the Key of Spain, or even of 
Fa- be Srreigbts, as too many of our Fellow- 


zubjects affected to call it. But of what 
ſe could all his great Stock of Know- 
dge and Penetration be, at a Time 


11100 hen, if an Angel had come to inform 
 pet- e Nation of what we have ſeen ſince, 
nigbt would have met with but little 
melt Nredit? 


I am ſorry to fay it, but true it is, 
that 


— — — —— — — 
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that no People in Europe are more eaſily 
wrought into Prejudice than our Coun- 
trymen, nor any got out of it with more 
Difficulty. They too ſuddenly take Fire, 
but cool too ſlowly. And, as if they 
thought it a Reflection to own being in 
Error and reform, even Experience has 
not always had that Weight with them, 
which might be expected from a wik 
and prudent People. 


If this had not been too truly the 
Caſe, would the whole People, a fey 
ſedate and conſiderate Men excepted, 
have taken the Alarm, in the late Reign, 
at the tacit Royal Promiſe made for the 
Reſtitution of that Fortreſs? Hoy 
many Millions, ſince expended on that 
uſeleſs Place, had been ſaved, if his lat 
Majeſty, who ſo well judged of its in 
ſignificancy, had not had his wiſe Pur 
poſe croſs d, by the unwiſe Prejudice d 
his People? How many more Millin 
have been loſt to the Nation, by com 
mercial Reſtraints and Impediment 
brought upon our Trade by our Bickt# 
ings with Spain, incenſed, that the wi 
Monarch was not able to perform Ut 
Promiſe, or anſwer his own Intentions 


Fi 


rm 


ntions 


fr 
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For Gentlemen may ring the Chimes 


as much as they pleaſe on the preſent 
Queen Dowager of Spain's Ambition, 


but I am well warranted to believe, that 


our Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar had much 
more Weight with the late King, her 
Conſort, and the Spaniſh Miniſtry, with 
egard to the frequent military Prepara- 
ions of that Court in the late Reign, 
han the Sollicitations of that Princeſs. 
yy being continually armed, it was 
hought ſome lucky Moment, ſome fa- 
ourable Opportunity, might offer of 
wreſting that Pledge from us, which 
pain could never hope to effect by plain 
nd open Force. What was the Inva- 
jon of Ceuta in 1720, but to cover a 
Deſign of ſurpriſing Gibraltar under 


Flour of thoſe Preparations? And had 


ot the late King, who was willing to 
rocure commercial Advantages for his 
ople in Exchange for the Place when- 
er he ſhould find them in a Cue to 
rt from it, prevented the Spaniards 
early Care and Vigilance, in abun- 
ntly ſupplying the Fortreſs, the Duke 
Lede had not paſs'd the Gut to Bar- 
ry, but had ſtop'd ſhort to poſſeſs him- 
t of the moſt Southern Spot in Eu- 


Ve. 


* 


But 
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But admitting this Inſinuation to bei 
too hard on the Memory of his late (1 
tholick Majeſty, who was known to h 
a Prince of great Honour and Integriy,l 
or to be over refined and ſpeculative i 
itſelf, is there any want of plain Evidence if 
that Spain has embraced all Opportun 
ties of convincing us ſhe bears us 1 
Good-will? And have we not abunda 
Reaſon for believing that ſhe never wilur; 
be heartily and ſincerely in Friend(tyMre! 
with us, till we agree that her Kingdon 
ſhall be unſever'd and intire. For 't 
not the Court alone that ſtomachs ou 
Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar; 'tis the wc 
Nation; inſomuch that there 1s not a 
individual Spaniard in the Kingdom thi 
intereſts not himſelf as deeply as ti 
Prince and his Miniſtry, and that thin 
not himſelf diſhonoured in the hav 
a Foot of Spain in the Power and Pu 
ſeſſion of Foreigners, 


Such patrial Love may ſeem, to Mould 
Tepid and Luke warm, to be enthuſuſ 
and romantic, but it will be deem 
| otherwiſe by the virtuous and warm! 
triot, whoſe Breaſt glows with Love 
his Country, How ſhould we like ti 


Plymouth or Falmouth were in the be 
{etl 
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aon of Spain ? Is there one among 
oho bears, or deſerves the Name of 
Enh/bman, that would not ſpill his 
Wlood ſpontaneouſly to wreſt ſuch a pre- 
ious Pledge out of foreign Hands? 
et might we be. a great and happy 
ation, tho' any one or both thoſe Ports 
had not been in our Poſſeſſion. What 


du lſe then but that national Prejudice na- 
wü ral to Man, that patrial Love im- 
hoW@reſs'd on his Mind, ſhould cauſe fuch 
don nxicty as would certainly engroſs every 


nzliſþ Heart if the Fate of War had 
bliged us to yield up to an Enemy any 
dort and Fortreſs in this Part of the 
nited Kingdom ? | 


I mention this Part, becauſe I think 
men, for I judge by my ſelf, 
ould not be fo ſtrongly affected with 
Encroachment on the Northern as on 
e Southern Part of our Iſland, tho' with 
gard to Safety or Intereſt, the Damage 
ould be equal : And what, but that 
ove which one bears to the individual 
ace of his Birth, could occaſion the 
rtiality t 


But befides this Inclination of Nature 


tne Place of one's Nativity, there are 
E to 
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other Motives that weigh with Shain tg 
wiſh getting Poſſeſſion of that Fortreß 
The Court particularly wiſhes it, to pre. 
vent the Smuggling which may be ca. 
ried on from thence with the neighbour. 
ing Towns and Villages; and the who 
Nation have Reaſon to wiſh it, that the 
may more ſecurely protect their Coaſtin Wiſtt 
Trade from the Pyracies of their Neigh. 
bours of Barbary, with whom Spain 
ever at War. But none of theſe Mo. 
tives can be of any Weight with u 
As any illicit Trade from Gibraltar to tim 
the adjacent Parts of Spain, mult leſſen 
our legal Imports into that Kingdom, 1. 
muſt therefore neceſſarily be injurious , oſſ 
our general Trade. And while we arial: 
in Poſſeſſion of Minorca, we ſhall d- rob 
ways hold the Rod over all the Infide 
Sea-Rovers of thoſe Southern Seas, 


This laſt Conſideration leads me to 
examine the greater Importance of M. 
norca than Gibraltar, or rather hot 
uſeleſs the Poſſeſſion of the latter ſeem 
to be to this Crown while we are Maſten 
of the former. Port mabone is allowed 
to be one of the faireſt and beſt Ports 
all the Mediterranean ; and 'tis ſo ſitu 
ted, that with our ſuperior naval Foraiice 
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we may command, by means of it, all 
thoſe Seas, and equally bridle the French, 
Spaniards, Italians and Barbarians. But 
Gibraltar, either by its Nature or Situ- 
ation, can never anſwer thoſe Ends ; 
nor indeed any eſſential Purpofe that can 

eigh againſt the injurious Effects that 
attend our Poſſeſſiion of it. 


We may perceive in this Inſtance the 


lo- WF orce of national Prejudice. Minorca, 
u hn the Hands of an Enemy, is of ten 


imes the Damage to Spain that Gibral- 
ar is, yet we have not found the 
aniards make much Complaint of our 
poſſeſſion of the former, but have never 
eaſed complaining of the latter. So, 
Probably, ſhould we murmur much 

ore at Plymouth's being in the Hands of 
ain or France, than the Iſlands of Scii- 
y, which commands both Channels, and 
om whence, conſequently, an Enemy 
ght annoy our Trade much more than 
om the former. 


But were the Situation of Gibraltar by 
ature, what it is not, better ſituated for 
e Protection of our Trade than Minorca, 
is become almoſt intirely uſeleſs to us 
ace the Court of Spain has cauſed ſuch 

| E 2 Forti- 


I — 
— - 


[ 36 ] 
Fortifications to be erected near the | 
Fortreſs, as render the ſafeſt Anchorage | 
in the Bay dangerous, if not impractica. ] 
ble. Our Ships of War, to keep out of 
the Reach of the Spaniſb Batteries, are ob. 
liged ever ſince the War, to anchor in ſuch a 
foul Ground, that in every , freſh Gale of Wl t 
Wind they are forced to put to Sea to tt 
prevent being driven aſhore. And ſo 
much ſafer and ſecurer is that Part of n 
the Bay in the Poſſeſſion of the Spaniard, B 
that they may, and do daily iſſue out ll w 
from the Ports there, and take our ſmal 


Veſſels in the very Bay, and in Sight of lh pr 
the Fortreſs and our Ships of War. pr 
| bo 
Thus, even with regard to Safety an ta 
Conveniency, is the Poſſeſſion of that WW ch 
Place become of little or no Uſe to the ¶ wi 
Nations; tho' if Spain had not rendered i the 
the Bay leſs uſeful than it would hare 
been if we had commanded it as former- : 
ly, I am ſtill of Opinion we ought to 
ſacrifice it for the fake of retrieving te our 
Cordiality of the Spaniſh Nation, aui Na 
of acquiring ſubſtantial Benefits in Trav Hof 
by the Recovery. And it is not impro-WÞCau 
bable but Queen Anne's late Minis 
might, for theſe Reaſons, have had the tion 
flitution in View, and therefore infiſiWno 


00 
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on no ſpecific Territory, or Tra& of 


Ground to be yielded up along with the 
Fortreſs. ; 


However it be, tis evident, from the 
artificial as well as natural Power of 
the Spamiards in the Bay of Gibraltar, 
that that Pofſeflion is not, nor can ever 
obe as uſeful to us as it has been, or 
of WW might be if we had been Maſters of the 
-4, By, and had a Tract of Land from 
out Wl whence the Garriſon may be ſupplied 
nal on Emergencies. As the Caſe ſtands at 
ta preſent, if the Winds and Seaſons ſhould 
prove unfavourable for any length of time, 
both the Garriſon and Inhabitants ma 
and Wi ſtarve together, if the former ſhould not 
that WW chuſe to exchange the Place for Bread 
the with thoſe. that now pin them in within 
Jered I their barren Rock. 


met. Thus then, abſtracted from any Views 
ht uo thoſe important Benefits ariſing from 
tour being on good Terms with the Spaniſþ 

an Nation, and growing into the Confidence 
Tn gof that jealous People, by removing the 
mpts- I Cauſe that eſtrange them from us, it 
nifty manifeſt, that, in the preſent Situa- 
he Ration of Things, Gibraltar would be of 
n (ited no great Uſe to us in time of War, as 


the 
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the preſent but too truly confirms, and 
that it would be of none at all in a Sea: 
ſon of general Tranquility, unleſs to ſerve 
the Court and Miniſtry as a pretext for 
keeping up a landing Army. 


Need you, Sir, who have fo ſteadily 


oppoſed all dangerous, unwarrantable and 
needleſs Increaſe of the regal or miniſte. 
rial Power, be told, that Miniſters ſeek 
all Pretexts for ar ming the Crown in times 
of Peace, and that none is more colours 
ble than the having Garriſons abroad, 
Therefore, I aſſure myſelf, that to cut off 
all ſuch frivolous Pretences for keeping up 
a ſtanding Force in times of no Danger 
from abroad, you would be of Opinion 
with me and every other Engliſhman, 
who wiſhes warmly to our happy Conſti- 
tution, that we ought to get rid of all 
ſuch foreign Poſſeſſions as require ſtrong 
Garriſons, and are of no Conſequence 
as to the Extenſion or Security of out 
Trade. 


The preſent War is a Proof that Gib. 
raltar contributes little to the Protection 
of our Trade even while we are at open 
Enmity with Spain: And if we were at 
Peace with her, all Security, as to that 

Crown, 
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Crown, would be needleſs; and as to 
France, Minorca will always much better 
anſwer our Purpoſe, Then, as for the 
Extenſion or Enlargement of our Trade, 
we bid much fiercer for it by reconciling 
the Spaniards to, than by eſtranging them 
from us, by the miſtaken Policy of appear- 


Reality they have no Reaſon to dread, nor 
weany Reaſon to brag of. 


And here I cannot help obſerving how 
incumbent it is on a trading People, not 
only to avoid coming to Extremities with 
other Nations, but to be circumſpect and 
cautious in averting all future Quarrels, 
and removing the remoteſt Cauſes that 
, could poſſibly occaſion a Breach. And, 
1- WF has been occaſionally obſerved before, if 
all Wi this Maxim hold good in the general, 
ag how much the more binding will it ap- 


cc Wl pear with Regard to England and Spain? 


Every Gentleman in England, J ſup- 

poſe, believes that we were always Gainers 

10- Wl by the Spaniſh Trade. But, Sir, as few, 
on if any, know as well as yourſelf how 
den much more lucrative our Commerce to 
2 at Hain was that our Trade to all the reſt of 
hat WY Europe beſides, I beg Leave to ſum up 
wn, ſuccinctly, 


ing to hold a Laſh over them, which in 


1401 
ſuccinctly, not all, but Part of the Bene. 
fits accruing before the preſent War, from 
our Trade with the Spaniards, that it 
may appear how eſſential it is to our well. 
being, to endeavour acquiring the Con. 
fidence of that honeſt, but jealous Nation. 
Under the Preſſure of our preſent Loa 
of Debts and Taxes, how neceſſary is it 
for us to cultivate the Affection and Bene. 
volence of a People, by whom chiefy 
we may hope to be exonerated ! Hoy 
neceſſarily are we obliged to remove al 
Obſtructions to their Cordiality, and uſe h: 
every Means for recovering their Conf. Wi 
dence ! of 


— — — —1 wann 


Our Trade to Spain was not confined fa 
to any one or a few Commodities, or to P, 
any one or a few of our Ports; but wa 
general in every Senſe. We vended u 
the Spaniards tome of every Species dl 
Goods, either ſimple or manufactured i ** 
which our Country or our Colonies pro- W 
duced, And there is not a Nook of thi : 
united Kidgdom or Feland, or of out 


Colonies unreftrain'd by Act of Parli- 4 | 
ment, that did not traffic with Spal a 


There was not a Port, Creek, or River d 
Spain in which the Colours of Gre 
Britain were not daily diſplay d: And 

2 
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the Bay of Cadix particularly, it was uſual 
to behold Two and Three hundred Sail of 
Britiſh and Iriſh Trading Veſſels at a 
time, Our Trade with that indolent 
Nation was ſo extenſive, that I am mo- 
rally ſure it gave full and conſtant Em- 
ployment to Five hundred Sail of our Ship- 
ping, which is more than can be urged 
in Favour of our Commerce with all the 
reſt of the Nations of Europe. 


But the Spaniſb, above all other Trades, 
has this Advantage, that moſt of its Re- 
turns are in Bullion, or in Commodities 
of greater Value to this Nation than Bul- 
lion; that is, in Wool and Tron, manu- 
fatured here, and returned back to the 
dpaniards at an immenſe Profit; in Salt 
for the Cure of Fiſh imported into Spain, 
and in Oyl, Drugs, and dying Ingredi- 
ents, which are of abſolute Neceſſity for 
carrying on our Trade, not only to Spain, 
but to the reſt of the World, As for the 
Wine and Fruit which we take off the 
Hands of the Spaniards, they are Articles 
of little Value, compared with thoſe we 
rend to them; and even theſe can't pro- 
perly be deem'd Articles of Luxury, ſince 
the Nature of our Climate renders the 
Uſe of Wine and foreign Fruits of ſome 

F Neceſſity 
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Neceſſity among us. Thus then, in eve 
Light, may we look on the Spaniſh Tra 
to be ſuperlatively beneficial, whether con. 


ſidered in our Exports for Span, or In. = 
ports from thence, ® 
You, Sir, that have been bred up nM 4 
the Spaniſo Trade, and had followed hh 
uſefully for your Country before the pr. g. 
ſent Broils had rendered it impraticabl, Hue 
beſt know if I exaggerate in the Sketch th 
have drawn of that lucrative Commet or 
You know it was this Trade that furniſh gul 
ed moſt Employment for our Artizans in 
all kinds, and particularly for the Mam Here, 
fucturers of our Staple, that is, our Man! 
len Goods. Of this the Spaniards, boil. St 
in Europe and America, conſumed mom 
than all the other Nations of the Corp 7; 
tinent. In 2 
Thus, by Conſequence, were it tit ah 
Spamiards, who gave moſt Value to ou, 
Lands, who increaſed our national Stabe 
the moſt, and who contributed moſt ¶ lem 
our Opulency and Power; to that Phat 
er, which I am ſorry, we have employ. 1 
againſt thoſe very commercial Benetadui 


more and oftner than perhaps became! 
as a trading Nation. 


* 
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N We complained before this War, and 
, ; very juſtly, that the French had rivall'd 
bd in the Spaniſb Trade. But had not our 
own Conduct towards Spain, from the 
Acceſſion of Philip V. given occaſion for 
che Encouragement which thoſe Rivals 
had had among the Spaniards? The 
French were not encouraged, as they 
were more agreeable to the Spaniards 
than the Engliſh ; but becauſe the Court 
Jof England had ſought all Occaſions to diſ- 
ouſt the Spaniſi Nation; and particular 
in the Detention of Gibraltar, which 
every true born Spaniard looks upon as 
an indirect Badge of Infamy, an Inſult, 
A Stain on the Honour of his Natzon. 


If then the French have ſupplanted us 
In any Branch of this beneficial Trade, 
ve may thank ourſelves. We were more 
he commercial Favourites of the Spani- 
prds than any Nation in Europe, before 
he Politics of our Cabinet had eſtranged 
hem from us: And there is ſcarce a Doubt 
hat we ſhall again return to their Favour 
nd recover their Confidence as much as 
ver, if we are not wanting to ourſelves 
n the preſent Conjuncture. 


F 2 We 
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We are, tis to be hoped, at the Eve a 
a general Peace, which in all human Ap. 
pearance, will be durable, at leaſt twin 
us and Spain. The preſent, therefore, 3 
the Seaſon for reeovering the Confidence ri. 
of that uſeful Nation. This is the Time 
for healing Animoſities and removing 
Prejudices. But you will agree, that un. 
leſs the Cauſe be removed, it cannot be ex. 
pected that the Effect will ceaſe. Gibral 
tar is that Cauſe ; and till it be reſtored'ti 
vain for us to hope for the cordial Friend- 


ſhip or Confidence of the Spani/h Nation, 


This ſhould be confidered as a lucky 
Conjuncture for the Removal of all Jes. 
louſies twixt both Nations. The Cour 
of Spain is no more what it had been fromm 
the beginning of the preſent Century, | 
may now be deemed to be intirely Spu- 
niſh ; fo that we ſhall be greatly wantiny 
to ourſelves if we don't lay hold of fo fr 
vourable an Opportunity for turning thſWnci; 
Tables on the Feucb, and worming then 
out of any Branch of that Commerce 
wherein they interfered with us. 


But the more Spaniſb the Court of Myip* 
arid is become, the more jealous of g 


Hono! 
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onour and Intereſt of the Spaniſb Na- 
Eon. We are to ſuppoſe at preſent, that 
He Court and People have the ſame Views 
Ind Intereſts, that they are actuated by 
e ſame Motives, and act upon the ſame 
Principles, what I ſhould be glad could 
aid of all Courts and Nations. But 
Sis cloſe Union of Intereſts between that 
Fourt and People helps to connect their 
Jeſentments and Jealouſies the firmer. 
Wherefore it now behoves us, more than 
the late Reign, to reconcile ourſelves 
nd: both, as both are now ſo much more 


on, Wmly connected than they were. 


ck Beſides, as the preſent War has given 
Je. Ne French and Dutch great Advantages 
un er us in regard to the Spaniſb Trade, 


dm which we were precluded, we ſhould 
double our Efforts, on a Peace, in the 
onciling ourſelves to the Spaniards, 
ſooner to beat thoſe Rivals out of that 
ade, which ſhould be at all times the 
incipal Object of our Attention. And 
this ſo defirable a Reconciliation is 
mere rer to be wrought while we hold the 
edge which ſo much wounds the Spa- 
Puncto, I ſhould hope the national 
reſt will at laſt fo far prevail over the 
anal Prejudice, as to induce our Peo- 


ple, 
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ple, one and all, to join in withing the 
Recovery of the Spaniſh Trade by a Re. 
covery of the Confidence of the Spanjſ 


Nation. 


This Conſideration alone were ſuf. 
cient to wean us from any Prejudice in 
favour of a Conqueſt more uſeful and 
neceſſary than Gibraltar ever was, or can 
be. In Peace, the Place is of no manner 
of uſe to us, and the Expence is a dead 
Weight upon us; and during a Wa, 
even with Spain, which it will ever be 
our Intereſt to avoid, tis of very littk 
Significancy while we poſſeſs Minorca, 


But ſuppoſing that Fortreſs were 
greater Utility than it poſſibly ever ca 
be, would it not be abundantly over 
balanced by the Recovery of the Span 
Friendſhip and Confidence, which would 
enable us to beat our Rivals out of {uct 
Branches of the Spaniſh Trade as inter 
fere with ours? And if our Saving h 
the yielding up that Place, be taken int 
the Account, it will not a little add t 
the Merit ofthe Meaſure, For ſurely,a &i. 
ing of about Tuo Hundred Thouſand Pounk 
a Year, which Gibraltar has ſtood us 
one Year with another ſince we have ha 


t 
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it, would be well worth the Attention 
of a People, almoſt Ninety Millions in 
Debt, and panting under the Preſſure of 
more and heavier Taxes than any Nation 
in Europe. 


As we are a trading Nation, it would 
de our Buſineſs to cultivate the Olive at 
all times; but as we are an over-burden'd 
Nation, it ſhould be now more eſſentially 
our Care than ever to embrace all reaſon- 
/ar, able Offers of Peace: And forry I am, 
be that ſince I have ſat down to this Epiſtle, 
ie the Proſpect of the War is become leſs 
i alluring and promiſing : Tis to be hoped 

it may mend; but T confeſs the Chance 
againſt us appears in ſuch a Light to me, 
who have the trading Intereſt of my 
Country ſo nearly at Heart, that I could 
wiſh the Work of Peace might be expe- 
ted before the Enemy grows ſtronger at 
the Expence of our beſt and deareſt Ally, 
and perhaps more tenacious and in- 


0 bj ulting. 

1 inn 

4d u The more France inlarges her Con- 
a d Nueſts on the Dutch, the leſs pliable we 
2, unbpall find her in the main, tho' in ap- 
| us U earance ſhe may affect Peace as much as 


ver, Our Buſineſs therefore is to ſever 
Spain 
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Spain from her, or at leaſt wean her < 
from her, as that ſhe may be rather 
Clog upon, than a Help to her in the 
Continuance of the War. 


Whatever the Views of France may 
have been at the Commencement of the 
War, or be at preſent, 'tis certain that 
Spain had none but the Settlement of Don 
Philip in Taly, and the Recovery df 
Gibraltar. As for the commercial Dil. 
putes between that Court and ours, they 
may be ſoon and eaſily adjuſted. Since 
the Death of Philip V. and the Remonl 
of the Dowager Queen from the Coun- 


cils of Spain, the Settlement of the In. T 
fant is become but the Secondary View MF" 
of Spain; and therefore we may ſuppoſe | ork 
that the Recovery of Gibraltar is non 
become the primary Object of her Atten- ad 
tion, 


It is lucky for us that it is in our Powe! 
to gratify that uſeful People at a ve 
eaſy Expence, Tis indiſputable thi 


Don Ph:lip's poſſeſſing the Patrimony d the 
the Farneſe Family, can affect neither tix 4 
| 


Commerce of theſe Nations, or the Ei 


ropean Balance of Power: And it 15 ; E 
bei 
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k ſo, that neither can be affected, in 
ty Light or Senſe, by our parting from 
Pibraltar. 


This, I think, I have made evident in 


J e Opinion of all who wiſh for the Re- 
oc of the Trade of Spain, and Con- 
J dence of the Spaniards ; of all who with 


ee England caſed of an Expence ſhe 
ill able to bear; and cf all who wiſh 
ſee taken away from the Court all Co- 
rand Pretext for keeping up a landing 
my in time of Peace, 
1 Theſe, Sir, are the Points I have en- 
/iew voured to elucidate in the Courſe of this 
pot ork, in order to wear off any Prejudice 
non! might yet weakly remain on the 
0 nds of any of our People in favour 
Gibraltar and Cape-Breton. As I look 
the preſent as a Criſis proper for re- 
powe ing our declining Trade, I thought 
2 ver cumbent upon me to contribute, as 
e thit b as lay in me, towards our acquir- 
005 0 the Bleſing. And as I cannot ſuppoſe 
ther an retrieve our Trade without the 
he Ei of the Spaniards, I thought it neceſ- 
it is to clear our Way to the Acquiſition 
beir Confidence and Eſteem. How 
© ſucceeded, I ſubmit to your ſupe- 
bo. riot 
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rior Judgment, in an Aſſurance that yay! 
will readily pardon an Addreſs calcula} 
purely for the Good of your Country, 


I am, Ge. ' 


